
Mr. Chiara’s Classroom 
(key-air-uhh) 

SUPERHEROES: 
Modern Mythology 

Course Description & Expectations 
 
What will we be studying? 
Welcome! In this half-year English Language Arts elective, we will be studying various hero 
archetypes, and how they have been applied to pop-culture icons such as Superman, Batman, 
Wonder Woman, Captain America, and more. By the end of the semester (two marking 
periods), you will understand where these types originated, how they apply to some of our 
favorite heroes, and how each of these characters is a “sign of the times.”  
 
I. Introduction 

● Introduction to Comic Book History (DC Comics, Marvel Comics, etc.) 
● Mythology, Culture, and Religion 

 
II. The Heroic Journey & Essential Archetypes 

● The Heroic Journey and Archetypes 
 
III.  Superhero Archetypes 

● Amazon: Wonder Woman 
● Messiahs: Superman, Captain America 
● Avenger Golems: Batman, Daredevil 
● Death Dealer Golems: Wolverine, The Punisher 

 
III. Research Exhibits 

● Research Paper, Presentation, and Visual Project on a Superhero/Villain of your 
choosing. 
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What will I need for Mr. Chiara’s class? 
● Your charged Chromebook 
● Our Gods Wear Spandex Text 
● Three-Ring Binder (one-inch) 
● Agenda/Passbook/Handbook 
● Writing Utensil 

What are the 5 major guidelines in Mr. Chiara’s class? 
 

Guideline #1: Be in your assigned seat and working on the Do Now when the tardy 
bell rings. 

 
Guideline #2: Bring ALL books and materials to class and take them with you when 

you leave. 
 
Guideline #3: Follow directions the first time they are given. 
 
Guideline #4: Treat each person in this room with respect and dignity.  
 
Guideline #5: Follow all procedures and policies as outlined in the WHRHS 

student-parent handbook.  
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How will I enter the classroom? 
● Please enter respectfully. 
● Have a seat in your assigned seat. 
● Review the agenda on the board. 
● Begin reading you SSR novel quietly. 

 
How will I be able to leave the classroom? 

● SIGNING OUT for Bathroom/Nurse 
● In order to sign out you must have a passbook.  
● Fill out your passbook first, then raise your hand to request to leave. 

● The wrong time to ask to leave: 
● First arriving to class. 
● Last minutes of the period. 
● In the middle of important instruction or classwork. 

● If you begin signing out habitually during our block, that is a problem I will 
have to address with the nurse, administration, or your parents. 

● END of Class Period 
● Do not begin packing your materials up five or ten minutes before the bell 

rings. Do not line up at the door. I will tell you when you may begin packing up 
and will dismiss you from class very shortly after the end-of-class bell rings. 

 
Speaking Procedures 

● Student Questions & Answers 
● When answering a question during a class discussion, or if you have a question 

for your teacher, you must raise your hand. You will be called on in a timely 
fashion.  

● Please do not call out your answer or question. Instead, wait calmly for your 
turn. 

● Random Selection – Popsicle Stick Roulette. 
 

How will I be graded in Mr. Chiara’s class? 
Higher Point Values:  

● Writing Assignments 
● Tests & Quizzes 
● Research Exhibit 
● In-Class Assignments, Projects, & Listening Activities 

Lesser Point Values: 
● Activities and assignments completed in class, sometimes individually or as a group 
● This may include general “participation” grades for specific assignments 
● Your daily “Do Now” work will be included in this grade.  
● Some Homework Assignments 
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Policy for Late Work 
● Higher Point Values: 

● For large assignments, if it is turned in past the Due Date, it is 10% off per day, 
with a maximum of 50% taken off.  

● Lesser Point Assignments: 
● For smaller assignments, if turned in after the Due Date the assignment is 

automatically 50% off.  
● Deadline Dates: 

● Two Deadline Dates per marking period: 
● Mid-Marking Period Deadline Date: Assignments in the first half of a 

marking period cannot be turned in after the Mid-Deadline Date. 
● End of Marking Period Deadline Date: Assignments in the second half of 

a marking period cannot be turned in after the End-Deadline Date. 
● Note: At Mr. Chiara’s discretion, some assignments cannot be turned in late. 

 
Submission of Assignments: 

● To be considered “on time”:  
● Digital Assignments on Google Classroom: 

● On the day the assignment is due, it is TURNED IN on Google 
Classroom before class begins. 

● Physical Assignments:  
● On the day the assignment is due, it is placed in the basket on Mr. 

Chiara’s desk when you arrive to class. 
What if I am absent from class? 

● Check Google Classroom 
● A post from Mr. Chiara will be sent directly to you with information on what 

we did in class, what you missed, and if there is anything you need to make up.  
● Digital assignments will be posted on Google Classroom 
● Physical assignments and assessments missed will be posted on a bulletin 

board under your class block. 
● You will be given an extension to complete your assignments. 

 
Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism 

● Plagiarism and academic dishonesty is not tolerated. 
● There are consequences for infractions related to academic dishonesty and plagiarism. 
● Please refer to the Warren Hills Regional School District Policy #5701. 

 
Chromebook & Cell Phone Policy 

● Chromebooks are the only digital tool you will need in class, but must not be used 
until Mr. Chiara has instructed you to do so. 

● You should never have your cell phone out in class.  
SUPERHEROES - 4 



● Cell phones and Chromebooks will not be allowed to charge in the classroom, and 
Chromebooks will not be used as battery chargers for cell phones. 

● If students do not comply with this policy, disciplinary action will be taken.  
 
Special Notes 

● We will not be reading comic books. This course is about how superheroes from 
popular comics fit ancient heroic archetypes. 

● We will be using various forms of media in the class: texts, PowerPoint slides, 
magazine, newspaper articles, television shows, website, documentaries and films.  

● I do not profess to be a comics expert; we will be focusing on a select group of 
characters & themes to highlight our archetypes and motifs.  

● You are welcome to share your own thoughts and experience within the genre and will 
have the opportunity to explore characters not covered in class in your research 
project. 

● Please bear in mind we are focusing on comic book superheroes (Superman, Wonder 
Woman, Captain America, etc.) and not graphic novels per say (such as Maus, V for 
Vendetta, Hellboy, or Watchmen). We do discuss them, but they are not a focus. 

● Please feel free to come to me with any questions or concerns you, or your family, 
may have with the course material. 

 
What is Mr. Chiara’s Availability? 
Please schedule an appointment — either in person or via email — to ensure time dedicated 
to your personal needs. 
 
Mr. Chiara’s Contact Information 
Room: 116 
Voicemail Extension: 3597  
E-Mail: chiarac@warrenhills.org 

● NOTE: ALL student email communication must come via their school supplied 
warrenhills.org email address. 

 

Closing Remarks 
This is a course similar to what you might expect to find in college in terms of 

focused curriculum. I expect each of you to treat the course with a college mindset, but 
also have fun with it. I am looking forward to getting to know you individually, as a 
student with a unique personality and voice, and corporately, as a collection of students 
working together toward our goals for the year! 
 
- Mr. Chiara 
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